Message from Tony Gallagher, Nationale Directeur Public Relations:

23 September 2008

I have confirmed that the both houses of Congress have passed the "hand salute" as amended in Section 9 of Title 4, United States Code. 

It states very clearly that "all persons present in uniform should render the hand salute. Menbers of the Armed Forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the military salute. All other persons present should face the flag and stand at attention with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Citizens of other countries present should stand at attention. 

This year, in addition , to our promoting the major programs of the 40 & 8 (we will have more on that at a later date):

1) We need to begin with promoting the veterans salute to the Flag. The reason for the change in the code is to let people know who is a veteran. I think this is a great idea and one that the grands and local voitures can promote.

2) Another emphasis needs to be put on English as the official language of the United States. Here in Missouri, we will have the opportunity to vote on this issue November 4...but that is not the case in every state. People need to work to get this issue on the ballot. The polls here show that 85% of the voters are in favor of English as official language. Yesterday I installed a new printer. I had to hunt through Spanish, German, Chinese, and French to find English. Stores like Lowes now have all aisles marked in several languages. English is our language. Learn it or leave. That is what you will find in European countries. Learn their customs and language or hit the road. 

3) One Flag...and that is the flag that we fought under. Old Glory. Even in some parades I have noticed the mexican flag or some other "banner" being carried with more respect that the Stars and Stripes....even ther Rainbow banner. One nation! These are issues that every grand and voiture can begin to promote with news releases and articles submitted to the media. Last but not least, make sure you send the Chef de Chemin de Fer's acceptance speech to all in your area. 

Thank you for all your hard work.

Tony Gallagher

